Black Crappie (pomoxis nigromaculatus) Largemouth Bass (micropterus salmoides)

Crab Lake Portage/Paddling Route

5.7mi | 4 landings

Crab Lake Landing to Sensenbrenner Park

X South of Armour Lake - 50ft X Armour Lake Rd - 140ft
X County B - 300ft

Northern Highland-American Legion Canoe Route (Trip 2)
6.1mi | 3hrs | 2landings

Fishtrap Dam to County K

X Fishtrap Dam Portage (Start of Trip) - 300ft

FISHES OF VILAS COUNTY

Learn about the major fish species present in Vilas
County - identification, habitat and tackle tips. For more
information about fish, fishing regulations, streams,
lakes, lake accesses, or any of Wisconsin's other natural
resources, please contact the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources by phone (888.936.7463,

7am-10pm) or visit them online at dnr.wi.gov
*Fish information from WDNR Match Your Catch Wisconsin Wildcards; images by
Virgil Beck and Ted Walke

Wisconsin River Centennial Trail (Trip 1)

25mi | 11.5hrs | 6 landings

Lac Vieux Desert Dam to River Rd

X Lac Vieux Desert Dam - 100ft x West Shore Rd Culvert - 75ft

Identification: They don’t call them “Bucketmouth” for nothing! The
largemouth bass is the largest member of the sunfish family. It has a big
can be strong fighters and are fun to catch on light tackle! mouth and knows how to use it! Its upper jaw extends beyond its eye.
Habitat: Black crappies feed in clear, open water but can also be \§ s Notice the prominent lateral line on the side of the fish and the deep notch

found resting among logs or weed beds during the day. They live in small schools and prefer in the dorsal fin.
cooler, deeper water than white crappies. Habitat: Largemouth bass prefer warm water and like to hide under lily pads, docks, or in weed beds.
Tackle Tips: Cast out a minnow, spinner or small jig just as the sun is setting. Tackle Tips: Old Bucketmouth has excellent senses of sight, smell and hearing. These fish like weedy areas so don’t
Common Catch Size: 7-10", 7-12 oz. forget to use a weedless bait or you may lose your lure!

Common Catch Size: 12-14", 1 Ib.

Identification: Black crappies are speckled and have seven to
eight spines on their dorsal fin. Outstanding as a sport fish, they

WISCONSIN

Northern Highland-American Legion Canoe Route (Trip 3)

15.5mi | 8hrs | 6 landings e Rice Creek Paddling Route

County K to US 51 5.2mi | 3 landings

X Manitowish River-Highway K Rapids - 600ft X Rest Lake Dam - 300ft Round Lake Landing to Big Lake Landing

Wisconsin River Centennial Trail (Trip 2)
23mi | 9hrs | 4 landings
River Rd to County O Bridge
X Otter Rapids Dam - 500ft

Guido Rahr Sr. Tenderfoot Forest Preserve Access Route Yllp Sranpls okigieangialie)

3mi | 1hrs | 2landings
Boat Launch to Guido Rahr Sr. Tenderfoot Forest Preserve Trail

Northern Highland-American Legion Canoe Route (Trip 5) s y )
19mi | 12hrs | 4 landings mallmouth Bass (micropterus dolomieu)
White Sand Lake to Trout River Trip

X White Sand Lake-Lost Canoe Lake - 1700ft
X Lost Canoe Lake-Pallette Lake - 1400ft

X Pallette Lake-Stephenson Springs - 700ft

Northern Highland-American Legion Canoe Route (Trip 1)
7.5mi | 4hrs | 2 landings

High Lake to Fishtrap Dam

X Fishtrap Dam Portage (End of Trip) - 300ft

Identification: The white crappie has a lighter belly than the
PlachClabpIs; speckled yemcal bands, qnd STk oIl e Identification: The smallmouth is perhaps Wisconsin’s scrappiest game fish.
o avgrage, Whitelsraphissigndioloe stz vlaresihaniblack Vertical markings, a shallow notch in the dorsal fin, and an upper jaw that
crap_ples. ¢ i 1 ends in line with the center of their red eye, distinguish smallmouth bass
Habitat: White crappies can be found in shallow, cloudy water where from the largemouth bass.

vegetation is sparse. They travel in small schools and prefer warmer temperatures than black Habitat: “Smallies” like rocky streams or lakes where they can find their favorite
crapp|es: : ! ¢ . food - crayfish. In summertime, they seek out deep, cool waters.

Tackle Tips; Get up early and go to bed late! Cast in the early morning or late evening using Tackle Tips: Shhh! Fish quietly and cast near old logs or rocks. Bring along natural baits like hellgrammites or dragonfly
Minnows, small Jlg,s S larvae. Live crayfish are allowed only on the Mississippi River. For inland use, the crayfish must be dead.

Common Catch Size: 7-10", 7-12 oz. Common Catch Size: 12", 1-2 Ib,
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Bluegill (lepomis macrochirus)

Identification: Bluegills are the most common
sunfish in Wisconsin. They are easily identified :
by the black spot on their “earflaps”- an extension \ \\\\\§
of the gill cover. N
Habitat: Bluegills prefer warm, quiet waters and hide in the cover of
weed beds. They can be found in small schools and may group with
other sunfish.

Tackle Tips: Bring along some garden worms and light tackle to catch
these great little fighters!

Common Catch Size: 6-7", 6-8 oz.

Yellow Perch (perca flavescens) Walleye (sander vitreus)

Identification: Yellow perch are found in most Wisconsin lakes.
| These tasty fish can be identified by the prominent vertical bars
along their yellow sides.

Identification: A white triangular mark on their tail fin, and large
eyes, which help them see well in low light, help to make these
members of the perch family easy to identify.
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of weed cover. Like other sunfish, the males use their tails to fan out a
nest in the sand or gravel of lake bottoms during the spawning season.
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Lake Trout (salvelinus namaycush)
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